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SCRIPT-NC Webinars
emphasize

§ embedding inclusion and diversity into coursework

§ content that reflects evidence-based and recommended practices

§ opportunities to build both knowledge acquisition and knowledge application

§ resources that are readily available and free
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Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 
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Objectives
• Define practice-based assignments and their benefits to student 

learning
• Communicate clearly about expectations for practice-based 

assignments
• Develop strategies for evaluating practice-based assignments
• Identify solutions to common student concerns
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What are Practice-Based 
Assignments?
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”It’s Both-And, Not Either-Or”

Knowledge-Based Assignments

• Build student’s understanding or 
recall of information

• Demonstrate understanding 
through representations (writing, 
talking, making selections, 
displays, etc.)

• Correct/incorrect answers

Practice-Based Assignments

• Students apply or create 
knowledge

• Demonstrate understanding 
through actions, reflection

• Nuanced decision-making & 
self-reflection
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Who Benefits?
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Taking Baby Steps to Practice-
Based Assignments
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Step 1: Sort Knowledge & Practice 
Objectives
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Step 1: Review Course 
Objectives
Explain the continuum of language acquisition and 
early literacy skills. 
Develop evidence-based, appropriate environments 
and opportunities that support children’s emergent 
language and literacy skills.
Describe strategies for responding to children who 
are culturally, linguistically, and ability diverse. 

Develop ways to facilitate family and child 
interactions as primary contexts for heritage 
language and English development. 
Analyze images of culture and individual abilities 
reflected in children’s literature and other learning 
materials. 
Utilize developmentally appropriate and culturally 
responsive assessment practices for documenting 
the growth of language and literacy skills. 

Which objectives 
lend themselves 
to practice-based 
assignments?
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Sample: Moving from Knowledge 
to Practice

Assignment Sample 1: Trust-o-Meter Assignment Sample 2: Rel.  Video
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Step 2: Layer Assignments to 
Achieve Outcomes
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Start Small: Analyze a 
Model
Evaluate integrated learning experiences supportive 
of children’s development and learning incorporating 
national, state and local standards.

Lesson Plan Graffiti Wall
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Start Small: Materials
Develop evidence-based, appropriate environments 
and opportunities that support children’s emergent 
language and literacy skills.

Hack a Book or a Song!
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Build Up to 
Implementation

–Cognitive Development 3.g, Helps children 
explore concepts 

--Language Development 3.g Plans, implements 
and evaluates language experiences and 
activities 
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Supporting Student Learning
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Tips for Designing Practice-Based 
Assignments

• Provide very clear directions
• Build in flexibility
• Make assignments “low stakes” through intentional rubric decisions
• Create opportunities for self and peer feedback
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Clear Directions
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Build in Flexibility & Plan Ahead

Family and Friends

After School 
Program

Center-based of all 
ages

Family Childcare
Field Sites are 
essential!!
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Low Stakes Assignments

What do 
you 
notice?
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Build Peer & Self Feedback

Assignment Rubric Accomplished Emerging Developing

Reflect Reflection is 
thoughtful, 
insightful and 
detailed. Participant 
has specific ideas for 
improvement. 
Participant’s 
feedback to a 
classmate is useful 
and well considered.

Reflection has 
some insight. 
Participant has 
some ideas for 
improvement. The 
feedback provided 
to a classmate 
shows some effort 
or thought.

The assignment is 
incomplete or may 
be late. Reflection 
answers some 
questions and may 
offer an idea for 
improvement. 
Reflection generally 
lacks detail. 
Classmate feedback 
may be generic or 
appear to lack 
effort.

Instructor’s 
Comment

“View and respond to each CORP 
member’s video. Respond to each 
video in the following ways:
• Comment on what you notice 

the children doing and saying in 
this video  …

• Comment on what you notice 
about the teacher practices in 
this video ….

• Provide feedback…”
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Evaluating Practice-Based 
Assignments
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Tips for Evaluating Practice-
Based Assignments

• Build rubrics in advance and 
use them to streamline grading

• Explore different ways to give 
feedback

• Video annotation tools help!
• Maximize peer review
• Ask students to tell you what 

feedback they want
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Tensions: What concerns do you 
hear from students?



© 2019 University of Washington. All rights reserved.

How have you overcome 
resistance?

• Start with strength: Begin with 
what students know and can do

• Look for evidence of practice 
together (Know-SEE-Do)

• Model “coach quality feedback”
• Focus on learning more than the 

product
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Your Learning Today

What learning or idea 
are you taking away with 
you today?



QUESTIONS?
comments
Use the chat box!



Upcoming 
SCRIPT-NC 
Webinars: 
Have You 

Registered?
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Upcoming Early EdU Alliance 
Webinars

• March 5 at 10amPT/1pmET: New Course! Supporting Children 
Who Are Dual Language Learners.

• April 2: Incorporating NAEYC’s Equity Position Statement with Camille 
Catlett

• May 7: PDG Grant States
• June 4: Nebraska & Utah State Partnerships
• July 2: Trauma-Informed Care
• August 6: Race & Equity



Give Us Your Feedback
https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_29wVNJr0gGljWzb



THANK YOU


