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SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

content that 
reflects evidence-
based and 
recommended 
practices

opportunities to 
build both 
knowledge 
acquisition and 
knowledge 
application

embedding
inclusion, equity,  
and diversity into 
coursework

resources that are 
readily available 
and free

SCRIPT-NC 
Webinars
emphasize…



Please use the Chat Box if you 
have questions/comments

Please participate in the polls

We want to hear from you!
Please mute your microphones.

In order to reduce 
distractions…

Housekeeping



Find all the 
materials 
from today’s 
webinar 
here

https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/script-nc-webinar-bringing-
developmentally-appropriate-practice-dap-lens-any-
course

https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/script-nc-webinar-bringing-developmentally-appropriate-practice-dap-lens-any-course


What’s a 
course in which 
you include 
an emphasis 
on DAP?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://researchoutreach.org/articles/how-choose-teachers-making-sense-pedagogical-responsibility/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


AGENDA

Foundational NAEYC documents

• faculty resources in the DAP position 
statement

• faculty resources in the DAP book
• online faculty resources for the 4th 

edition of DAP

Examples of 

Course and program examples



New  and Updated Guidelines are Informing the “What” of our 
Programs



ECE 
Profess-
ional
Standards

1.Child 
Development 
and Learning 
in Context

2.Family-
Teacher 
Partnerships 
and 
Community 
Connections

3.Child 
Observation, 
Documentation 
and 
Assessment

4.Developmentally, 
Culturally, and 
Linguistically 
Appropriate 
Teaching Practices

5.Knowledge, 
Application, and 
Integration of 
Academic Content in 
the Early Childhood 
Curriculum

6.Professionalism 
as an Early 
Childhood 
Educator

DAP
Guidelines

1.Creating a 
Caring, 
Equitable 
Community of 
Learners

2.Engaging 
in Reciprocal 
Partnerships 
with 
Families and 
Fostering 
Community 
Connections

3.Observing, 
Documenting, 
and Assessing 
Children’s 
Development 
and Learning

4.Teaching to 
Enhance Each 
Child’s 
Development and 
Learning

5.Planning and 
Implementing an 
Engaging Curriculum 
to Achieve 
Meaningful Goals

6. Demonstrating 
Professionalism

How Frameworks Fit Together

Advancing Equitable Access to High Quality 
Learning and Care Environments



What might this mean for faculty and 
professional development providers?

Pull content from 
• Standard 2 of Professional 

Standards and Competencies 
for Early Childhood Educators

• Equity position
• DAP Guideline 2 

when planning a Family 
and Community course



Examples of Faculty/PD 
Resources in the DAP Position 

Statement

https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-
shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-
statements/dap-statement_0.pdf

https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-statements/dap-statement_0.pdf


Core 
Considerations 
to Inform 
Decision-
Making (pg. 6)

Developmentally appropriate practice 
requires early childhood educators to seek 
out and gain knowledge and understanding 
using three core considerations: commonality
in children’s development and learning, 
individuality reflecting each child’s unique 
characteristics and experiences, and the 
context in which development and learning 
occur. These core considerations apply to all 
aspects of educators’ decision-making in their 
work to foster each child’s optimal 
development and learning. 



Trey is 30 months old. He lives with his mother who has 
some intellectual challenges. She takes very good care of 
Trey but she doesn’t know much about how to support the 
development of a toddler. By report, Trey has never used 
crayons, held or read books, or spent time with other 
children. Trey’s mom recently found a job, so Trey is now in a 
family childcare program each day. Based on concerns from 
Trey’s grandparents, he was recently evaluated and has an 
IFSP to support his language, fine motor, and social-
emotional development. Trey’s therapy services are being 
delivered at the childcare program.

Trey’s teacher says he plays with are cars, trains, trucks –
anything with wheels. He avoids doing fine motor activities. 
When he is asked to do fine motor activities like completing 
simple puzzles, he appears to get frustrated, but doesn’t 
seem to be able to explain how he feels or why he’s 
unhappy. 

Use a persona to explore the three core considerations of DAP



Using the 3 core 
considerations

What might be expected in 
fine motor, social emotional, 
and language development 
from a toddler, using your 
state early learning guidelines 
or standards? How does that 
compare with Trey’s 
development?

Consider the routines that go 
on each day in Trey’s childcare 
program. Which daily 
activities might provide 
naturally occurring and playful 
opportunities to support 
Trey’s language, fine motor, 
and social-emotional 
development? 

What strategies might you 
use for collaborating with 
Trey’s family to support 

his development and 
learning?

COMMONALITY

CONTEXT INDIVIDUALITY



Recent 
Feedback on 

the Impact of 
Personas

From the Chair of an Early Childhood Education 
program
� Students are more reflective and have a better 

understanding of how their own upbringing affects 
how they interact with children and families

� Personas give the students a story and they put more 
effort into assignments because they are not so 
abstract.

From a Field Experience Supervisor
� Students have greater awareness of, and ability to 

individualize for all children
� The photo and details make the personas real to the 

students to they really want to figure out how to 
support the child and family

(Garrity & Catlett, 2022)



New Michigan personas
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Resources.php?id=4095&Resources=1

Infant-toddler personas
https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/
files/resources/Infant-Toddler%20Personas.pdf

Preschool personas
https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/
files/resources/Preschool%20Personas.pdf

K-3 personas
https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/
files/resources/k-3%20Personas.pdf

Personas

https://eotta.ccresa.org/Resources.php?id=4095&Resources=1
https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/Infant-Toddler%20Personas.pdf
https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/Preschool%20Personas.pdf
https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/k-3%20Personas.pdf


9 Principles of 
Child 
Development 
and Learning 
and 
Implications 
that Inform 
Practice (pg. 8)

3. Play promotes joyful 
learning that fosters 
self-regulation, 
language, 
cognitive, and social 
competencies
as well as content 
knowledge across 
disciplines. Play 
is essential for all 
children, birth through 
age 8

NAEYC defines 
developmentally 
appropriate practice as 
“methods that promote 
each child’s optimal 
development and 
learning through a 
strengths-based, play-
based approach to 
joyful, engaged 
learning.”



Jake had no experience with 
other children or with 
opportunities to experiment 
with scissors, crayons, or 
books, before he arrived in his 
preschool classroom. As a 
result, his fine motor skills and 
social-emotional skills are not 
on a par with his peers.

What are play-based, joyful, 
engaged opportunities to build 
Jake’s fine motor skills AND 
social-emotional skills?

Jake 
persona 



9. Used responsibly 
and intentionally, 
technology 
and interactive 
media can be 
valuable tools for 
supporting 
children’s 
development and 
learning. (pg. 9)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Stage a debate
RESOLVED: The use of technology is at 
odds with the core principles of quality 
ECE

RESOLVED: Technology may be a 
valuable tool in providing quality ECE

https://www.aliem.com/2016/11/wellness-resiliency-residency-interprofessional-conflict/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Recommendations for Higher Education and Adult Development

Adopt and align coursework to the Professional Standards and Competencies 
for Early Childhood Educators

Prepare current and prospective early childhood educators to understand and 
implement all components of DAP and to provide equitable learning 
opportunities for all young children
Ensure that clinical practica, internships, and apprenticeships for prospective 
educators provide experiences working in various settings that serve racially, 
linguistically, culturally, and economically diverse groups of children across all age 
groups, including children with and without disabilities

Ensure that faculty in higher education programs reflect the diversity of children 
and families and that they understand and embrace the principles and guidelines 
of developmentally appropriate practice

Recommendations for Higher Education & Adult Development



Examples of Faculty and PD 
Resources in the DAP Book



Features of 
the chapters
(examples from 
chapter 1: 
Intentional 
Teaching)

Learning 
goals

Identify ways in which educators’ decision making can 
promote equity among young children.

Thought 
questions

What would you expect to see in developmentally 
appropriate classrooms serving various age groups (infants, 
toddlers, preschoolers, kindergartners, and primary grade 
children)?

Reflection 
prompts/ 
questions

How would you describe the complexity of decision making 
as educators balance the core considerations? What are 
some ways educators have balanced these complexities in 
the examples you’ve read about?

Vignettes
• Scaffolding an Infant’s Physical Skills
• A Visit with 3- and 4-Year Olds in Head Start
• Self-reflecting to Promote Equity



3rd edition 4th edition

Chapters organized by age

• The infant-toddler years
• The preschool years
• The kindergarten year
• The primary grades

Chapters organized by content
DAP in context
• e.g., Understanding child 

development and learning in context

DAP in action

• e.g., Creating a caring, equitable 
community of learners (examples for 
each age group and across age 
groups)



• List of vignettes (page v)

• Appendix A: Educator snapshots and reflections

• Appendix B: Additional resources

• Appendix C: Resources and strategies for faculty

• Appendix D: A guide for public school audiences

• Appendix E: Tips and resources

Other 
features of 
the book

Available for 
free online



Examples of Online Faculty 
Resources for the 4th Edition of 

DAP



https://www.naeyc.org/
resources/development
ally-appropriate-
practice/get-faculty-
resources

Faculty 
resources for 
DAP

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/developmentally-appropriate-practice/get-faculty-resources


Screenshot 
of DAP 
faculty 
resource site



Each chart includes

Essential 
readings

Additional 
NAEYC 

readings and 
resources

Vignettes Activities and 
assignments

Thought 
questions/
reflection 
questions

One chart for each of the six Professional 
Early Childhood Standards and 

Competencies for Early Childhood 
Educators

Faculty 
Charts



Chapter 2 Chart: Engaging in Reciprocal Partnerships with Families and Fostering 
Community Connections



Essential 
Readings



Vignettes

Vignette 7.4  Family-Teacher Conference

Anxious to greet the first family to come, Ms. Cole opens the 
classroom door and holds out her hand to greet them. The 
father stands with his arms crossed. “Ms. Cole,” he announces, 
“we didn’t appreciate the parent questionnaire that you sent 
home in September.” Shaken and confused, Ms. Cole realizes 
that while she is prepared for the conference, she needs to 
deviate from the script to address the family’s concern. She 
needs to listen to the family’s concerns to better understand 
the issues. She walks them to the center of the classroom that 
has been set up with adult-sized chairs arranged in a circle and 
includes an end table with pens, the template, and sample 
work. 



Additional 
NAEYC 

Readings 
and 

Resources



Activities/
Assignments



Thought/
Reflection 
Questions



Opportunities to Incorporate 
DAP in courses and across 

programs



Poll

In how many courses of the program in which you 
teach is there an explicit and intentional emphasis on 
DAP?

0-1
2 or 3
4 or 5
More than 5
I don’t know but I wish it were more



Opportunities to incorporate DAP

New charts 
organized by 
course –
pages 2-7 



Introduction  
to Early 
Childhood 
Education

Organize the course around personas created by the 
students



Child 
Development

Individualizing
What do the Principles of Child Development 
and Learning look like in an infant/toddler 
setting? a preschool setting? a Head Start 
setting? an early elementary setting? what 
would you want a family to see when they 
visit? What would you do to make this 
possible?



Child Guidance
Ramon
Ramon is four years old and lives with his mom, dad, younger sister Maria, 
and his abuela. Ramon is the child most likely to come in from the 
playground with some living creature. At home he takes care of the family 
pets, and in the classroom, he frequently selects real, plastic, and stuffed 
animals to play with, especially dinosaurs.  

Ramon is a sequential dual language learner. He speaks Spanish at home 
and has a 25-word sight vocabulary. In his preschool classroom, Ramon is 
very quiet but watches intently to see what to do. He is picking up new 
labels in English every day. Ramon’s parents are very eager for him become 
fluent in English so he can be successful in school and life.



Assignment: 

If you were 
Ramon’s 
teacher. . . 

Describe how you would learn about Ramon, so you are able to develop 
a positive, caring, and supportive relationship with him and his family. 
Focusing specifically on his emotional and social development, describe 
the steps you would take toward building those relationships. 

Describe the teaching skills and strategies you would use to support 
Ramon. For example, how would you individualize to support Ramon’s 
progress in both English and Spanish? And how would you engage 
Ramon’s family in supporting his learning and development? List the 
sources you drew from in your answers, including at least one new 
evidence source that you located and used.

Describe the DAPs you would use in creating the physical and social 
environment to support Ramon. Describe the developmentally 
appropriate practices you would use to provide social and emotional 
support and positive guidance for Ramon. List the sources you drew 
from in coming up with your answers, including at least one new 
evidence source that you located and used.



Observation, Documentation, 
and Assessment
Objective observation and documentation -
To support students in developing a lens that 
incorporates cultural and individual differences, 
provide opportunities for practice and support the 
use of objective statements throughout this 
course. Resources (details on handout) for 
building that capacity include Clearing Your View: 
Staying Objective in Observation and The World 
of Children.

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/clearing-your-view-staying-objective-observation%20&%20https:/eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/
https://vimeo.com/464053347


Progress monitoring/ongoing assessment activity



Language and Literacy



STEMIE 
resources 
example



STEM Building 
Activities



Adaptations



STEMIE has 
a free 
monthly 
newsletter. 
Sign up at 
https://stemie.
fpg.unc.edu/

STEMIE 
newsletter

https://stemie.fpg.unc.edu/


Opportunities to incorporate DAP table



Guideline 1: 
Creating a 
Caring, 
Equitable 
Community 
of Learners



New ways of thinking about 
an early childhood education
early childhood special 
education  bookshelf 

Professionalism: New ways of 
thinking about building and using 
an early childhood professional 
library



Roundtable Talk

Students bring examples 
from their workplaces 
that are dilemmas with 
co-workers, children, 
families, or 
administration. Group 
problem solves, drawing 
on evidence sources like 
DAP.



What is one 
thing you will 
do as a result 
of what you 
heard or saw 
in this 
webinar?



https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu

SCRIPT-NC 
Website



https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sign-now-2022-script-nc-webinar-series

Date/Time Topic

August 23, 2022
1:00 – 2:00 PM EST

Environments and Interactions that 
Foster Inclusion

November 8, 2022
1:00 – 2:00 PM EST

Go SySTEMic: Integrating STEM 
Learning Opportunities Across Higher 
Education Courses and Field 
Experiences

Register for 
the next 
SCRIPT-NC 
webinars!

https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/sign-now-2022-script-nc-webinar-series


Give Us Your Feedback

https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bNQ36R70ItbOQbI

https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bNQ36R70ItbOQbI


Thank you


