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Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, 
policies, and practices that support the right of 
every infant and young child and his or her family, 
regardless of ability, to participate in a broad range 
of activities and contexts as full members of 
families, communities, and society. The desired 
results of inclusive experiences for children with 
and without disabilities and their families include a 
sense of belonging and membership, positive social 
relationships and friendships, and development 
and learning to reach their full potential. The 
defining features of inclusion that can be used to 
identify high quality early childhood programs and 
services are access, participation, and supports.







People first language

Cognitive or intellectual disability 
instead of mentally retarded

Individual with autism 
instead of autistic person



More inclusive of 
all caregivers and
configurations





Use tools and strategies that 
are asset-based



12





When children do not see 
themselves represented in 
their classroom, it can harm 
their self‐concept and sense 
of belonging. In addition, 
children who are not 
represented may not be as 
readily accepted by their 
peers. 



Create environments that reflect the 
children in them

Books
Pictures
Environmental 
labels
Utensils
Dolls
Music
Games





 Important 
similarities among 
all children

 Differences 
between children 
growing up with 
one language 
(monolinguals) 
and dual language 
learners (DLLs)

 Diversity among 
children who are 
DLLs











Videos to assess how students are able to individualize 
using children’s assets



Keep It Real



 How might you change the activity to support 
a child who has not had prior “school 
readiness” experiences?

 What additional evidence-based practices 
would you want to draw upon to support the 
dual language learners in this classroom?

 How might you prepare to scaffold the 
activity to challenge a child who is talented or 
gifted? Or to support a child who is not 
readily able to grasp the key concept?



Evidence-
Based 
Practices
That 
Support
Each
Child



UDL means the removal of physical and structural barriers 
(UD) and the provision of multiple and varied formats for 
instruction and learning (UDL).





kinesthetic
VISUAL

auditory







Attention 
curiosity

Interests 
preferences



Typing/texting









Assistive technology (AT) 
interventions involve a range of strategies to 
promote a child's access to learning 
opportunities, from making simple changes to 
the environment and materials to helping a child 
use special equipment. 

Source: CONNECT Module 5: Assistive Technology

















 Creating Adaptations for 
 Routines and Activities -
 adaptations to increase 
 children’s engagement 
 and participation in 

classroom activities 
and routines.





• Higher preschool 
performance and 
promotion to next grade 

• More positive 
engagement with peers, 
adults, and learning

• Buffers negative impact 
of poverty on academic 
and behavioral outcomes

(Harvard Family Research Project, 2006; Izzo, Weissberg, 
Kasprow, & Fendrich, 1999; Mantizicoupoulos, 2003; 
McWayne, Hampton, Fantuzzo, Cohen, & Sekino, 2004)

Family Engagement 
Helps Children to 
Succeed



Not Just For 
Head Start

Your Tax $$ 
At Work

Course 
Resources

Videos



The Center to Mobilize Early Childhood Knowledge

http://connect.fpg.unc.edu/



Module 2: TransitionModule 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning)



http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org
/

General 
Practice Guides 
Especially for 
Parents



http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
• Research syntheses
• Training modules
• Practical strategies
• What Works briefs
• Videos
• Family tools
• Decision making guides





http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/strategies.html#
booknook



National Professional Development 
Center on Inclusion



Inclusion
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Free video on inclusion



TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
CENTER ON SOCIAL 
EMOTIONAL INTERVENTION 
for young children (TACSEI)



TACSEI



Resources







Landing 
Pads

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



Course
Landing 

Pad



Early Childhood 
Learning and 
Knowledge 

Center













Expansions

Thick and Thin
Conversations

Asking 
Questions

Engaging 
Children in 

Conversations



Engaging 
Children in 
Conversations

Zoning: 
Staffing to 
Maximize 
Learning

Fostering 
Children’s 
Thinking 
Skills

Asking 
questions

Collecting 
and using 
work samples

Expansions





4th Monday of 
each month 
from 1 – 1:45 ET









http://cainclusion.org/camap/videos.html



http://www.cde.shttp://www.cde.state.co.us/results
matter/rmvideoseries









 What ideas are 
you taking away? 

 What resources or 
strategies will you 
use? 



Parting Thoughts




