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Equity, and Inclusion



What was 
your favorite 
children's 
book?

?



Welcome & 
Introductions 



Meet the presenters
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Meet the  Team



SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

embedding
inclusion, equity,  
and diversity into 
coursework

content that 
reflects evidence-
based and 
recommended 
practices

opportunities to 
build both 
knowledge 
acquisition and 
knowledge 
application

resources that are 
readily available 
and free

SCRIPT-NC 
Webinars
emphasize…



We want to hear from you!
Please use the Chat Box if you 
have questions/comments

Please participate in the polls

In order to reduce distractions…
Please mute your microphones.

Housekeeping



Find all the 
materials 
from today’s 
webinar 
here

https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/script-nc-2021-webinar-using-
childrens-books-support-identity-equity-and-inclusion



Webinar 
handout



Topics for 
Today

�Demographics of children's books
�Mirrors, windows, and sliding 

glass doors
�Selecting and using children's 

books to promote identity, equity, 
and inclusion

� Incorporating children's books in 
early childhood courses

�Additional resources



Do you remember 
when you 
recognized 
yourself/your family 
in a book for the 
first time?



How you felt when you recognize yourself in a 
book for the first time



Kids of color don’t see themselves in the 
books they read



It’s hard to be 
what you can’t 
see



Children’s 
books as a 
vehicle for 
promoting 
inclusion



Sliding Glass Door WindowMirror



Mirrors, 
windows, 
and sliding 
glass doors

Mirrors, windows, 
and sliding glass 
doors
• Have you ever ridden a 

bus?

• Do you get to go 
places with your 
grandmother?

• Have you been to a 
place that looks very 
different from where 
you live?



Poll: What percent of 
characters in children's 
books are 
Latino/Latina/Latinx?



To what extent are children’s books 
representative of BIPOC?

Source: https://diversebookfinder.org/



Other populations 

https://bookriot.com/div
ersity-in-childrens-and-
young-adult-literature/

https://bookriot.com/diversity-in-childrens-and-young-adult-literature/


Other than characters…
What are features 
we want to strive for 
in children's books?



Considerations 
in Selecting 
Books for Young 
Children 



Checklist 

- characters

- story, theme, setting

- illustrations

Handout pages 9-10



Checklist 
(page 2)



What we 
teach about 
race and 
gender



Discussing 
Differences



Assignment:

Similarities & 
differences

Handout pg. 4



Incorporating 
children’s books 
in early childhood 
courses



Child , Family, 
and Community 
Course



Using stories 
to nurture 
identity

https://neonthechameleon.com/

https://neonthechameleon.com/


Child Guidance 
or Social 

Emotional 
Development 

Course



Example: When 
I am/Cuando
estoy

Examples of activities that can be used while reading When I Am/Cuando
estoy and throughout the day to promote social emotional development:

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/booknook/bn_wheniam.pdf
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/FeelingFaces_cards_EN-SP.pdf

• Have children practice saying the feeling vocabulary words in both 
English and Spanish

• I See Me Mirror Play: While re-reading the story, have each child hold a 
mirror. As you read each page have the children practice making their 
happy, sad, tired, angry, bored, worried, frightened, surprised, and lonely 
face to match the children’s expressions in the book.

• Use feeling chart (English/Spanish) throughout the day

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/booknook/bn_wheniam.pdf
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/FeelingFaces_cards_EN-SP.pdf


Assignment:

Find a book that 
addresses both 
DEI and social-
emotional 
development

Create a new 
Book Nook



Curriculum 



Assignment: 

Plan an 
inclusive 
shared 
storytime
activity 



Assignment Use your state’s 
early learning 
guidelines to 
identify a 
domain and 
target skill(s)

01
Use 
“Considerations 
in selecting 
books for young 
children” to 
select a  book

02
Plan for 
adaptations to 
include all 
children in the 
shared 
storytime

03
Submit a 
“plan” using a 
medium of 
your choice 
(e.g., Flipgrid, 
slides, using 
Canva to create 
a tipsheet)

04



Do you 
teach 
Health, 
Safety & 
Nutrition? 



Assignment: 
Use children’s 
books to 
explore 
approaches 
to food, 
cooking, and
feeding

� Connect to many 
aspects of culture and 
beliefs

� Reflect children's diverse 
home foods and food 
practices

� Instill cultural and ethnic 
pride

� Offer windows or sliding 
doors to the diverse food 
practices of others



. . grooming, 
sleep, and 
other health 
practices

• Practices that are culturally and 
ethnically specific
• Grooming (hair salon, 

barbershops, types of accessories, 
types of care products)

• Feeding (bottle or breast, using 
baby food or baby-led weaning)

• Sleep (co-sleeping or 
independent sleep)



Outdoors: 
Mirrors, 
windows, 
and sliding 
glass doors

What’s a hike?

Have you been on a 
hike? What was it like?

What are things to see 
and do on a hike?

What’s a park?

What can you do in a 
park?

What’s it like to be in a 
place where you can 
run as fast as you 
want?

Do you know how to 
swim?

Have you ever 
jumped off a diving 
board?

What do you do when 
you’re scared?



Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering, 
and Math 

Source: The Bearded Lady Project@ the Smithsonian Natural History Museum



Assignment: Select a book that explores STEM concepts and 
have BIPOC/gender/ability representation, prepare prompts for 
STEM talk and open-ended questions related to STEM concepts 
introduced in the books, and DEI. 



Find books that 
can help children 
learn about STEM 
professionals who 
look like them



Additional 
Resources 
on pgs. 7-8
Unite for 
Literacy



Different 
formats



Diverse 
images 
and 
content



All kinds of family



PBS kids



NCECDTL 
resoource



Find all the 
materials 
from today’s 
webinar 
here

https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/script-nc-2021-webinar-using-
childrens-books-support-identity-equity-and-inclusion



� https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu

SCRIPT-NC 
Website



Register for 
the next 
SCRIPT-NC 
webinar!

October 19, 
1-2 pm EST.

What you don’t know about ACES
Presenters:
George S. Ake III, PhD |Associate Professor
Duke University Medical Center
Division of Child and Family Mental Health and Community Psychiatry

Cathy Collie-Robinson, M.Ed.
Director/Instructor, Early Childhood Education
Durham Technical Community College

Stephanie Lackey, M.Ed.
Department Chair, Teacher Academy and Human Services
Forsyth Technical Community College

Cyndie Osborne, M.Ed.
Program Head/Instructor/Advisor Early Childhood
Stanly Community College

Dr. Mary Olvera / Education Program Administrator I
Career and Technical Education Coordinator
Public Service Technologies, Agriculture and Natural Resources Technologies, and 
Commercial Artistic Productions
North Carolina Community College System Office



Give Us Your Feedback

https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8qcppNJ8Iubq5Zs



Thank you


