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Welcome and 
Introduction



Logistics
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Questions?
Comments?

USE THE CHAT BOX Press “*6” to 
mute or 
unmute your 
phone



Quick Poll
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Which state are 
you from?



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads
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http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



Resources for . . .

Child Development and Learning 
Birth-36 Months (NC EDU 144)

Child Development from 3 Years
Through Middle Childhood 
(NC EDU 145)
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Handouts
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Common Course Objectives
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• Identify theories, research, principles of child development, growth, and learning in all 
domains

• Explain ways in which biological and environmental factors influence all children’s 
development and learning 

• Describe stages of development, developmental milestones, and characteristic 
behaviors in all domains

• Identify appropriate observation techniques for assessing developmental levels and 
skills of all children

• Distinguish typical and atypical characteristics of development
• Recognize developmentally and culturally appropriate experiences and environments 

that are sensitive to and meet the individual needs of all children and families
• Plan developmentally appropriate experiences, interaction techniques and 

environments that are sensitive to and meet the individual needs of all children and 
families with differing backgrounds (e.g., linguistic, cultural, geographic, ethnic, and 
socioeconomic)



Four Foundational Concepts
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• Development is heavily influenced by culture
• Development is heavily influenced by quality early experiences
• Development is heavily influenced by relationships
• Development is heavily influenced by socio‐economic status



Cultural Influence
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http://youtu.be/Wl8PP5bsCtI



Cultural Influence
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Independence
Dependence
Inter-dependence

Feeding
Toileting
Interacting



Cultural Influence
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Research on the 
many ways in which 
culture influences 
development
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Developmental Contexts

Individually 
Appropriate

Developmentally 
Appropriate

Culturally
Appropriate
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What’s developmentally 
appropriate?
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At what age would we typically 
expect a child to . . .
• Sit still for 20 minutes?
• Understand the concepts of 

weeks and months?

Milestone Age of Mastery Evidence Sources



An effective teacher can have a stronger 
influence on achievement than poverty, 

language background, class size, and minority 
status (the influence of an effective teacher)
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See For Yourself

http://www.zerotothree.org/
about‐us/funded‐
projects/parenting‐
resources/podcast/



Socio-Economic Influence



New Resource

Do your 
students 
have a good 
idea of how 
infants and 
toddlers are 
developing 
in your 
area? How 
could you 
help them 
learn about 
that?



New Resource

Do your students have a 
good idea of how boys of 
color are doing in their 
area? How could you 
help them learn about 
that?



Topics for Reflection and Discussion

How are you explicitly supporting your students to 
discover the impact that…

• Homelessness

• A different home language

• Gender

• Ethnicity

• Ability differences

…can have on development?
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Evidence Source 
for this Course

Definition of 
Early Childhood Inclusion
Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, 
policies, and practices that support the right of 
every infant and young child and his or her family, 
regardless of ability, to participate in a broad range of 
activities and contexts as full members of families, 
communities, and society. The desired results of 
inclusive experiences for children with and without 
disabilities and their families include a sense of 
belonging and membership, positive social relationships 
and friendships, and development and learning to reach 
their full potential. The defining features of inclusion 
that can be used to identify high quality early childhood 
programs and services are access, participation, and 
supports.



Evidence Source for this Course

Consider sharing 
these principles with 
your students. How 
could they guide . . .
. . . Observations?
. . . Assignments?



Observation
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• Subjective vs. 
objective

• Complete vs. 
incomplete

• Young children, 
then infants

• Suitable for use in 
online or on 
ground courses 
and self study



Observation Builders
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http://pedsexam.mc.duke.edu/

http://www.youtube.com/user/PathwaysAwareness



National Center on Quality Teaching and 
Learning: Disabilities
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See For Yourself

http://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/videolibrary.sht
m



http://www.uni.edu/coe/regentsctr/epq/search

See For 
Yourself
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Just the Facts, Ma’am

Use developmental domains to organize 
observations of child development

Approaches to Play and 
Learning

Emotional and Social 
Development

Health and Physical 
Development

Language 
Development and 
Communication

Cognitive Development



Child Development Resources
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Women and Children’s Health 
Network Parenting and Child 
Health

Child Development (from PBS Parents) 



Activities for Child Development

2‐3 years 3‐4 years 4‐5 years 5+ years
Large Motor 
Skills

Jumps in place 
on floor with 2 
feet together

Hops on one 
foot

Walks up and 
down stairs, 
alone
alternating feet

Skips using 
alternate feet

Fine Motor 
Skills

Strings several 
large beads on a 
string

Builds a tower 
of nine small 
blocks

Copies a square 
using a crayon

Prints numerals
“1” to “5”

Language 
Skills Makes negative 

statements

Repeats at least 
one nursery 
rhyme. Can sing 
a song.

Tells the content 
of a story but 
may confuse 
facts

Few differences
from adults 
language

Social Skills Plays house, 
imitating basic 
domestic 
activity

Joins in play 
with other 
children and 
begins to 
interact with 
them

Dramatic play is 
closer to reality, 
with attention 
paid to detail, 
time and space

Plays simple 
table games 
such as Candy 
Land

Developmental Milestone Puzzle



Activities for Child Development

2‐3 years 3‐4 years 4‐5 years 5+ years
Large 
Motor 
Skills
Fine 
Motor 
Skills
Language 
Skills

Social 
Skills

Developmental Milestone Puzzle



Activities for Child Development

True‐False Quiz: A great alternative to lecture

Answer each of the following questions about gross motor skills

Most two year olds can jump in place on the floor with both feet 
together.

 True  False

Five year olds often master the art of skipping before they turn 
six.

 True  False



Seeing Development Everywhere
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Social and Emotional 
Development

Health and Physical 
Development

Language
Development and 
Communication

Cognitive 
Development

Use Your State’s Early Learning Guidelines/Standards



NC Resources

North Carolina Foundations: Early Learning Standards for North 
Carolina Preschoolers and Strategies for Guiding Their Success   
http://www.earlylearning.nc.gov/Foundations/

North Carolina Standard Course of Study  
http://www.earlylearning.nc.gov/Kindergarten2Grade3/scos.asp

Foundations‐Common Core Alignment  
http://www.earlylearning.nc.gov/Foundations/commonCoreAlignment.asp



Asset-Based Development 
Approaches
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Will your students be able to support . . .

 Language and literacy development
 Social‐emotional development
 Fine motor and gross motor development
 Cognitive development

 Self‐esteem . . . through play?



Case Study Assignment
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Your assignment is to get to know a child this 
semester. Select a child you do not know well 

so you can really practice your observations on 
them. You should observe the child at least 
twice a month, recording all observations. In 
your final paper, draw conclusions about how 

this child is doing developmentally.



What about . . .
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• Requiring the student to ask the family about an area of development that they 
are interested in (e.g., this may be an area in which the child excels and the 
family wants to foster or this may be an area in which the child is struggling). 
Then students could identify resources for the family to consider in addressing 
that area. 

• Incorporate domain specific questions that can support students in seeing many 
facets of the child across domains of development. Who is the child? What does 
he/she like to do? Who does he/she like to do it with? What does he/she find 
hard or frustrating? What is his/her style of learning?

• Incorporating a requirement to touch base with the child’s family to see if they 
concur with your observations?

• Developing a video to highlight the child’s strengths like Rose’s IEP Meeting 
(http://studio.stupeflix.com/v/M8FHT7JW6u/?autoplay=1)http://studio.stupeflix.c
om/v/M8FHT7JW6u/?autoplay=1



Classroom Environment

Visit an early childhood classroom. Complete the 
following:

1. Write a description of the room. Describe the 
furnishings and how they are arranged.

2. Describe the interactions you observed between 
the caregivers and the children.

3. Describe ways in which developmentally 
appropriate practices were used in this classroom.

4. Describe the theories of child development that 
were evident in this classroom.



Classroom Environment

How could you change this assignment to 
incorporate opportunities to apply new 
knowledge about child development? 
To build in a component of collaboration with 
families? 
To help students understand how to be more 
thoughtful about cultural and linguistic 
diversity? 
To help students understand how to 
individualize for children of diverse 
abilities?



Topics for Reflection and Discussion

How are you supporting your students to understand their roles 
in the development of young children who

• Are from low‐income families?

• Learn at different rates and in different ways?

• Are dual language learners?

• Are boys of color?
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CONNECT

Landing 
Pads
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http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



CONNECT

Upcoming Webinar

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative Activities

Co-sponsored by                             and     

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

May 13, 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm EST 

Topic: Child Guidance

Register and check out the topics/dates for our 2014 webinar series:
http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/2014-script-nc-webinar-series 



Questions?

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



Give Us Your Feedback
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A final thought
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArNAB9GFDog&feature=player_embedded


