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Welcome and 
Introduction



Logistics

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Questions?
Comments?

USE THE CHAT BOX Press “*6” to 
mute or 
unmute your 
phone



Who’s There?

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Type your name 
and affiliation into 

chat box



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



CONNECTSCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Child, Family, 
and 

Community 
Landing Pad



Handouts
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 Just the Facts, Ma’am

 Read All About It

 See For Yourself

 Find It Online



Context for this Course

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

 Characteristics of diverse families
 Strategies and techniques that include and empower all families 

as partners in promoting comprehensive child development
 Recognizing families as the first and most important teacher and 

decision makers for their child
 Designing strategies for building respectful, reciprocal community 

partnerships that include early childhood agencies
 Current trends and issues involving child advocacy
 Community resources that are available for diverse families, 

programs, and schools



General Considerations: Vocabulary

Credit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/left-hand/

Credit: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/Freedomto
Marry/

“Family/families” or “parent and family” instead of parents

Person first language (child with a disability instead of disabled child)



General considerations: Images



Delineate the skills you want to build

The teacher’s communication 
with families is limited to that 
which is required by the 
program.

The teacher contacts families to 
discuss problems or report 
children’s progress.

The teacher develops dialogues 
with families to discuss 
children’s progress and to 
request help in support of 
children’s learning and 
development.

The teacher and families 
collaborate to share 
information and support 
student learning in the program 
and at home.



Characteristics of diverse families

Pick 5 words activity
 Pass out 3 x 5 or 4 x 6 cards to each student
 Ask each student to write down the 5 words that define family 

for them. The words can be 5 separate descriptors or a 5 word 
phrase.
 Ask each student to read their words.
 Discuss differences and similarities among descriptors. Use this 

to underscore the characteristics of diverse families.
 Option: Create a wordle (http://www.wordle.net) with the 

descriptors.

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



Example of a wordle
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Source: VGCC Faculty’s Beliefs about Young Children
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Today’s Families: Who 
Are We and Why Does 

It Matter?

Reflecting on Families (page 50)

Just Google It: Search the web or 
Google Images for “typical 
American family” and see what 
comes up. Your family?

What Does the Ad Say? What 
family structures, belongings, and 
values do the families portrayed in 
TV advertisements promote?



Family Eco-map (a visual depiction of a family's connections to the external world)
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Eco-map activity: 
http://www.utahfallconferenc
e.org/docs/Buie.Jerry_Ecom
ap.Activity.pdf



Family Eco-map (a visual depiction of a family's connections to the external world)
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Eco-map Assignment

1. Develop an eco-map for your family.
2. Partner with another student. 

Compare your eco-maps. Identify five 
areas in which your families are the 
same and five areas in which your 
families differ.

3. Discuss the similarities to discover if 
your families were the same or just 
similar.

4. Discuss the differences.



Mixed race family
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZcphqS_Xkg 



CONNECT Module 3: 
Communication for Collaboration
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Observation tools (Handouts 3.1 & 3.2)
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CONNECT Module 4: Family 
Professional Partnerships

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Dilemma Videos (Videos 4.1 & 4.2) 



Evaluation Tools (Handouts 4.7 & 4.8)
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CONNECT Module 4: Family 
Professional Partnerships
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http://community.fpg.unc.edu/discussions/connect-modules-using-module-4

Community college 
faculty shares how she 

used Module 4



National Center on Parent, Family, 
and Community Engagement
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• Family engagement and school 
readiness

• Father involvement

• Communicating with families

• Many resources in English and 
Spanish



Parent, family and engagement 
simulation
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Favorite video?
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Do you have a terrific 
video that you use in 
your Child Family & 
Community Course? 
If yes, please type the 
name in the chat box.



To see an example of how to enter a relationship with a 
family,  consider Video 4.5 from CONNECT Module 4
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To show what effective collaboration looks like, 
consider using segments of Just Being Kids
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To show what effective meetings look like, consider 
resources like Finley’s Parent Teacher Conference
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Open house activity
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Why 
wouldn’t 
they 
come?



Open house activity



Families as partners
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Do you have an assignment like this?

Article Summary- Conduct a search of journal articles related to family structure 
today and/or experiences of parenting. Read and summarize four of the articles that you 
found. Include the following points in your summary for each article:
 title, author, and publication date 
 main points of the article 
 your reaction to the article

Let’s look at some options. . . .



Option 1: Forced choices
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Select ____ articles from column A and ____ from column B

Column A Column B
• Young Children
• (Child Care) EXCHANGE
• Early Childhood Research 

Quarterly
• Early Childhood Research and 

Practice (online)
• ZERO TO THREE

• Young Exceptional Children
• Exceptional Parent
• Journal of Early Intervention
• Infants and Young Children



Option 2: Beyond the abstract
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1. Ask students to read two articles that present different family perspectives. For 
example, Parker (2012) and Mullis (2002). 

2. Based on what they read, ask them to identify each family’s concerns, priorities, 
and resources.

3. Ask each student to think about what else they might like to ask each family in 
order to be well prepared to support their child.

4. Pair students up to compare their responses.

Article Concerns Priorities Resources

Parker (2012)

Mullis (2002)



Option 3: Effective practices

Instead of asking students to summarize 
articles, ask them to
1. Identify two or more evidence-based 

practices that were mentioned in the 
article

2. Describe how those practices might be 
effective in a setting with which students 
are familiar



Effective meetings with families
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Do you have an assignment like this?

Parent-Teacher Conference Plan: Develop an outline for an effective and productive 
parent teacher conference.

Consider the following
• Will all students have seen a family conference before?
• Have you provided an overview or checklist of things to consider before, 

during, and after the conference?
• Have you provided an explicit rubric for your students so they know to 

consider home language and other variables?
• What else?



Effective guidance
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Do you have an assignment like this?
Parent Involvement Policy- Develop a policy that addresses parent involvement in an early 
childhood program. The policy should include the program's philosophy regarding parental 
participation, as well as strategies that the program employs to promote active involvement 
of parents. Opportunities for involvement should be addressed, including parent visits, 
volunteerism, and advisory roles of parents.

Consider the following
• Will all students have seen a family involvement policy before?
• Have you discussed ways in which family engagement can benefit 

achievement for young children?
• Have you provided an explicit rubric for your students so they know to 

consider home language and other variables?
• What else?



Sample 
language from 
an early 
childhood 
program’s 
Family 
Handbook

We believe that . . .

Learning about and respecting differences 
among people are promoted when children 
have many opportunities to play and interact 
with classmates of different racial and cultural 
backgrounds and varying abilities. 



Community resources
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Do you have an assignment that requires 
students to identify different resources 
for families in your community?

Does the assignment support your students in learning about
• Accessing interpreters and translators?
• Sources of respite care for families who have a child with a disability?
• Community resources to support families who are homeless?
• Community-based recreation programs to support active, outdoor play?



Community resources
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Do you have an assignment like this?
Students will identify a family who has a child or children in the birth – 8 age range. They 
will observe the family and interview 1-2 adult family members to gather information about 
family goals, values, and priorities for the learning and development of their child. As a 
result of the interview students will research and identify resources within the family’s 
community to support the family. 



What about something like this?
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 Require students to interview a family that is different than their own in terms 
of culture, language, socio‐economics, etc.

 Incorporate questions that might provide insights to the cultural dimensions 
of the family’s story.

 Instead of presuming what the family might need, require students to work 
with the family to identify something they would like to know. It may be a 
question about a service (“Can you get the food stamps folks to return my 
call?”), a skill (“My child really likes to draw. What are some effective ways to 
build on that talent?”), or a challenge (“How can I get my child to play outside 
instead of sitting at the computer?”). The benefit to making this shift is that it 
focuses the student’s creativity and evidence‐based resources on what the 
family wants instead of what the student thinks the family needs. They may 
be completely different things.   



Learn From Talented Colleagues





CONNECT

Landing 
Pads
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http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



Questions?
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CONNECT

Upcoming Webinar

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative Activities

Co-sponsored by                             and     

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

April 16, 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm EST 

Topic: Child Development (birth to 8)

Register and check out the topics/dates for our 2014 webinar series:
http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/2014-script-nc-webinar-series 
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BONUS: Rose’s IEP Meeting
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