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Welcome and 
Introduction





Features of SCRIPT-NC’s 
2015 Webinar Series

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Each webinar emphasizes
Each webinar features 

activities, assignments and 
strategies for incorporating

 embedding inclusion and 
diversity into coursework

 resources, activities, and 
assignments for delivering 
course content to build both 
knowledge acquisition and 
knowledge application

 state early learning guidelines

 the components of a formative 
assessment process

 2014 DEC Recommended 
Practices



About SCRIPT-NC’s 2015 Webinar 
Series 

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Supports the Growing Greatness 
Curriculum Enhancement Process*

*Early Childhood Education Innovation Fund 
developed as part of NC’s Race to the Top and 
awarded through the NC Community College 
System



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads

 Handouts
 PowerPoints
 Recording

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



Quick Poll

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

What is the 
outside 

temperature 
where you are?



Logistics

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Questions?
Comments?

USE THE CHAT BOX



CONNECTSCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



Common Areas of Emphasis

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

• Factors that influence development and learning (e.g., biology, 
environment, culture)

• Stages of development, developmental milestones, and characteristic 
behaviors in all domains

• Observation and documentation techniques

• Distinguish typical and atypical characteristics of development

• Developmentally, culturally/linguistically, and individually appropriate 
experiences, interactions, and environments that support each child



Four Foundational Concepts

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

• Development is heavily influenced by culture and language
• Development is heavily influenced by quality early experiences
• Development is heavily influenced by relationships
• Development is heavily influenced by socio‐economic status





Developmental Contexts

Individually 
Appropriate

Developmentally 
Appropriate

Culturally
Appropriate

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



Principle Evidence Sources

Early Experiences

Relationships

Play



What’s developmentally 
appropriate?

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

At what age would we typically 
expect a child to . . .
• Sit still for 20 minutes?
• Understand the concepts of 

weeks and months?

Milestone Age of Mastery Evidence Sources



Cultural Influence

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Independence
Dependence
Inter-dependence

Feeding
Toileting
Interacting



Cultural Influence

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Research on the 
many ways in which 
culture influences 
development



Cultural Influence Activity

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

+
+ =

State early 
learning guidelines +

Diversity: 
Contrasting

Perspectives 
(video)

+

The Changing 
Face of the 

United States: 
The Influence
of Culture on 
Early Child 

Development 
(reading)

=





Cultural Influence

What are current 
developmental outcomes 
for boys of color in your 
area? How could you 
help your students learn 
about that?



Linguistic Influence

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



Linguistic 
Influence

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

• Classroom vignettes and child-
teacher interactions 

• Stages of second language 
acquisition

• Strategies for working with dual 
language learners in preschool 
settings

• Three 20-minute videos 

• Closed-captioned; subtitled in 
Spanish

• Available from Redleaf Press



Socioeconomic Influence





SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Our 
collective
capability

What’s a favorite 
strategy for 

developing your 
students’ 

knowledge of 
developmental 

milestones?



Stages of Development

True‐False Quiz: A great alternative to lecture

Answer each of the following questions about gross motor skills

Most two year olds can jump in place on the floor with both feet 
together.

 True  False

Five year olds often master the art of skipping before they turn 
six.

 True  False



Stages of Development Activity

2‐3 years 3‐4 years 4‐5 years 5+ years
Large Motor 
Skills

Jumps in place 
on floor with 2 
feet together

Hops on one 
foot

Walks up and 
down stairs, 
alone
alternating feet

Skips using 
alternate feet

Fine Motor 
Skills

Strings several 
large beads on a 
string

Builds a tower 
of nine small 
blocks

Copies a square 
using a crayon

Prints numerals
“1” to “5”

Language 
Skills Makes negative 

statements

Repeats at least 
one nursery 
rhyme. Can sing 
a song.

Tells the content 
of a story but 
may confuse 
facts

Few differences
from adults’ 
language

Social Skills Plays house, 
imitating basic 
domestic 
activity

Joins in play 
with other 
children and 
begins to 
interact with 
them

Dramatic play is 
closer to reality, 
with attention 
paid to detail, 
time and space

Plays simple 
table games 
such as Candy 
Land

Developmental Milestone Puzzle



Stages of Development Activity

2‐3 years 3‐4 years 4‐5 years 5+ years
Large 
Motor 
Skills
Fine 
Motor 
Skills
Language 
Skills

Social 
Skills

Developmental Milestone Puzzle



Social and Emotional 
Development

Health and Physical 
Development

Language
Development and 
Communication

Cognitive 
Development

Use Your State’s Early Learning 
Guidelines/Standards



Just the Facts, Ma’am

Use developmental domains to organize 
observations of child development

Approaches to Play and 
Learning

Emotional and Social 
Development

Health and Physical 
Development

Language 
Development and 
Communication

Cognitive Development



Child Development Resources

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Women and Children’s Health 
Network Parenting and Child 
Health

Child Development (from PBS Parents) 



Thinking Outside the Boxes (domains)

Ask your students to. . . 
1. . . . watch a video about executive function and 
self‐regulation OR
2. . . . read about executive function and self‐
regulation AND
3. . . identify places in your state’s early learning 
guidelines that the underlying components of 
executive function are addressed 



Observation & Documentation: Foundations of 
Formative Assessment

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



National Center on Quality Teaching and 
Learning: Disabilities

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Clips for 
Practicing 

Observation, 
Documentation, 
and Assessment 

Skills



http://www.uni.edu/coe/regentsctr/epq/search

See For 
Yourself

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

See For Yourself

http://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/videolibrary.sht
m



Typical-Atypical Development

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://www.youtube.com/user/PathwaysAwareness



Seeing Development Everywhere

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 





Play & Development Assignment

Domain
Ways to Use Play To 

Support Development Evidence
Social-Emotional
Language/Literacy
Health and Physical 
Development



Case Study Assignment

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Your assignment is to get to know a child this 
semester. Select a child you do not know well 

so you can really practice your observations on 
them. You should observe the child at least 
twice a month, recording all observations. In 
your final paper, draw conclusions about how 

this child is doing developmentally.



What about . . .

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

• Requiring the student to ask the family about an area of development that they 
are interested in (e.g., this may be an area in which the child excels and the 
family wants to foster or this may be an area in which the child is struggling). 
Then students could identify evidence-based strategies and resources for the 
family to consider in addressing that area. 

• Incorporating domain specific questions that can support students in seeing 
many facets of the child across domains of development. Who is the child? 
What does he/she like to do? Who does he/she like to do it with? What does 
he/she find hard or frustrating? What is his/her style of learning?

• Incorporating a requirement to touch base with the child’s family to see if they 
concur with your observations?

//studio.stupeflix.com/v/M8FHT7JW6u/?autoplay=1



Classroom Environment

Visit an early childhood classroom. Complete the 
following:

1. Write a description of the room. Describe the 
furnishings and how they are arranged.

2. Describe the interactions you observed between 
the caregivers and the children.

3. Describe ways in which developmentally 
appropriate practices were used in this classroom.

4. Describe the theories of child development that 
were evident in this classroom.



Classroom Environment

How could you change this assignment to incorporate 
opportunities to apply new knowledge about child 
development? 
To help students attune to opportunities to build 
executive function and self-regulation skills?
To help students understand how to be more 
thoughtful about cultural and linguistic diversity? 
To help students understand how to 
individualize for children of diverse 
abilities?



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads

SCRIPT-NC
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SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



CONNECT

Upcoming Webinar

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative ActivitiesSCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

April 7, 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm EST 

Topic: Infants, Toddlers, and Twos

Register and check out the topics/dates for our 2015 webinar series:
http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/registration-2015-script-nc-webinar-series



Questions?
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Give Us Your Feedback

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



A final thought

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArNAB9GFDog&feature=player_embedded


