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Find all the 
materials 
from today’s 
presentation 
here

https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/script-nc-pd-nc-access-spring-
meeting-2023
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What’s a course, other 
than 221, in which you 
include an emphasis on 
children with disabilities 
and inclusion?
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SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

content that 
reflects evidence-
based and 
recommended 
practices

opportunities to 
build both 
knowledge 
acquisition and 
knowledge 
application

embedding
inclusion, equity,  
and diversity into 
coursework

resources that are 
readily available 
and free

SCRIPT-NC’s 
work 
emphasizes…



Definition of professional 
development

●“Professional development is facilitated 
teaching and learning experiences that 
are transactional and designed to support 
the acquisition of professional knowledge, 
skills, and dispositions as well as the 
application of this knowledge in 
practice…..

Source: National Professional Development Center on Inclusion (NPDCI)



What is inclusion?



From the 
DEC-NAEYC 
position 
statement

Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, policies, 
and practices that support the right of every infant and 
young child and his or her family, regardless of ability, to 
participate in a broad range of activities and contexts as 
full members of families, communities, and society. The 
desired results of inclusive experiences for children with 
and without disabilities and their families include a sense 
of belonging and membership, positive social 
relationships and friendships, and development and 
learning to reach their full potential. The defining 
features of inclusion that can be used to identify high 
quality early childhood programs and services are access, 
participation, and supports.



“We recognize inclusive education as the process of (a) 
redistributing access to and participation in quality learning 
opportunities; (b) recognizing and valuing all child differences in 
learning activities, materials, and interactions; and (c) creating 
opportunities for non-dominant and under-represented groups 
to share their narratives and advance solutions for equity, with 
particular attention given to the interplay of multiple and 
intersecting social identities (e.g., ability, race, language) in 
learning contexts (e.g., home, school, and community settings)” 

(YEC September 2021, page 115)



Important 
questions about 
inclusion:

Is the quality of 
participation good for 
the child with a 
disability?

Is the quality of 
participation good for 
each of the other 
children?







Evidence-based 
practice is a 
decision-making 
process that 
integrates the best 
available research 
evidence with 
family and 
professional 
wisdom and values.



How Frameworks Fit Together
Professional 
Standards & 
Competencies 
for ECE

1. Child 
Development 
and Learning in 
Context

2. Family-
Teacher 
Partnerships 
and Community 
Connections

3. Child 
Observation, 
Documentation, 
and Assessment

4. Developmentally, 
Culturally, and 
Linguistically 
Appropriate Teaching 
Practices

5. Knowledge, 
Application, and 
Integration of 
Academic Content in 
the EC Curriculum

6. Professionalism 
as an Early 
Childhood 
Educator

DAP 
Guidelines

1. Creating a 
Caring, 
Equitable 
Community of 
Learners

2. Engaging in 
Reciprocal 
Partnerships 
with Families 
and Fostering 
Community 
Connections

3. Observing, 
Documenting, 
and Assessing 
Children’s 
Development 
and Learning

4. Teaching to 
Enhance Each Child’s 
Development and 
Learning

5. Planning and 
Implementing an 
Engaging Curriculum 
to Achieve 
Meaningful Goals

6. Demonstrating 
Professionalism

EI/ECSE (DEC) 1. Child 
Development 
and Early 
Learning

2. Partnering 
with Families

3. Collaboration 
and Teaming

4. Assessment 
Processes

6. Using Responsive 
and Reciprocal 
Interactions, 
Interventions, and 
Instruction

5. Application of 
Curriculum 
Frameworks in the 
Planning and 
Facilitation of 
Meaningful Learning 
Experiences

7. Professionalism 
and Ethical 
Practice



4 tools to 
support 
your work



What is a persona?

Personas are brief descriptions 
that present a short sketch of a 
child and family. Each persona 
offers information about the 
unique composition of a family, 
details about a child (name, age, 
likes, dislikes), and insights to 
who the child is as a learner. The 
insights reveal things like whether 
a child is receiving services for a 
disability, is a dual language 
learner, or has experienced 
traumatic life circumstances.





Infant/Toddler, Preschool, and Early Elementary Personas



2. NC Early 
Childhood 
Resource 
Collection



Persona + DAP

Trey is 30 months old. He lives with his mother who has some intellectual 
challenges. She takes very good care of Trey but she doesn’t know much 
about how to support the development of a toddler. By report, Trey has 
never used crayons, held or read books, or spent time with other 
children. Trey’s mom recently found a job, so Trey is now in a family 
childcare program each day. Based on concerns from Trey’s grandparents, 
he was recently evaluated and has an IFSP to support his language, fine 
motor, and social-emotional development. Trey’s therapy services are 
being delivered at the childcare. 

Trey’s teacher says he plays with are cars, trains, trucks – anything with 
wheels. He avoids doing fine motor activities. When he is asked to do fine 
motor activities like completing simple puzzles, he appears to get 
frustrated, but doesn’t seem to be able to explain how he feels or why 
he’s unhappy. Trey



Ask students to identify what might be expected in fine 
motor, social emotional, and language development from a 
toddler, using state or national developmental milestones. 
Consider how that compares to Trey’s development.

Ask students to propose ways 
to support Trey’s language, 
fine motor, and social-
emotional development in his 
childcare program routines. 

Ask students to identify 
the strategies they would 

use to collaborate with 
Trey’s mother to support 

his development.

Commonality

Individuality

Context



Personas + evidence-based practices 
for supporting young Black children





� How might you use Joseph’s interest in science to 
support his literacy development?
�

� What can you learn about evidence-based practices 
that support literacy in young black children?
�

� What might you like to ask Joseph’s family about books 
and reading in their home?
�

� If you were the teacher in Joseph’s classroom, what 
would your next steps be: 1) in terms of coordinating and 
collaborating with Joseph’s family; 2) in terms of 
implementing practices within the program that support 
Joseph’s needs? (and the needs of other children?)
�

� If you were to select children’s books that might 
support Joseph’s interest in language and literacy, what 
process/parameters would you use?



Ramon

Ramon

Ramon is four years old and lives with his mom, dad, younger 
sister Maria, and his abuela. Ramon is the child most likely to 
come in from the playground with some living creature. At 
home he takes care of the family pets, and in the classroom, 
he frequently selects real, plastic, and stuffed animals to play 
with, especially dinosaurs.  

Ramon is a sequential dual language learner. He speaks 
Spanish at home and has a 25-word site vocabulary. In his 
preschool classroom, Ramon is very quiet but watches intently 
to see what to do. He is picking up new labels in English every 
day. Ramon’s parents are very eager for him become fluent in 
English so he can be successful in school and life.



I want my students to
• Understand the assets for children of 

being bilingual
• Understand the phases of second 

language acquisition for children who 
are dual language learners

• Understand how to support children 
who are dual language learners in 
inclusive early childhood classrooms









Personas 
may be 
customized 

Persona + 
Health, 
Safety, & 
Nutrition



Use a current assignment, e.g., design a math or science learning center for 
a preschool classroom

BUT let your students know that Ramon, Jake, and Lainie are three of the 
children in that class. Their assignment will then be to design a learning 
center that will engage and support each child, including these three. You 
can also ask students to identify the evidence sources they drew their ideas 
from.



Evidence for 
the use of 
personas

� From the chair of an ECE program: 
“Personas give the students a story and they 
put more effort into assignments because they 
are not so abstract.”

� From a field experience supervisor: “The 
photo and details make the personas real to the 
students to they really want to figure out how 
to support the child and family.”

� From an early childhood student: “I 
really enjoyed the personas. I found them to be 
more realistic and current with the children 
and families we have within our state.”

32



How might you 
use a persona 
like Anthony? 
In which 
course?



3. 
Assignment 
Alignment 
tool



Basic 
Assignment 
Alignment 
Tool



Assignment 
Alignment 
with Specific 
Areas of 
Emphasis



What do 
you notice? 
What would  
you do?



4. 
Assignment 
Makeovers



In a course

Across a 
program

Learn

Practice

Apply



Learn

Practice

Apply

Using a textbook observation tool, observe children ages 0 to 
3 engaged in play activities. This can be done in an infant 
classroom, a toddler classroom, a 3-year-old classroom, a 
playground with a child ages 0-3, or any other location where 
there is a child 0-3 playing.

1: Conduct a 10-minute observation of a child 0-3 years old 
engaged in play. Provide pictures or a detailed description of 
the setting in which you are doing your observation, the age 
of the child you are observing, and include pictures of the 
play area and play materials the child is engaged in. 

2: Use the instrument from your text to collect data from 
three different observations of the same child for 5 minutes 
each time.



Learn

Practice

Apply

Ramon is a dual language learner 
who is in your preschool classroom.

Assignment: How would you 
support Ramon? How would you 
engage and support his family?

How could you incorporate 
opportunities to learn about young 
children who are dual language 
learners? How could you 
incorporate opportunities to learn 
about engaging families who are 
culturally and linguistically diverse?



Small Group 
Discussion: 
Topic 1

Have you used personas in your work? If so, 
how? If not, how might you?
Have you used the NC Early Childhood Resource 
Collection in your work? If so, how? If not, how 
might you?
Have you used the assignment alignment tool in 
your work? If so, how? If now, how might you?
Have you used assignment makeover strategies 
in your work? If so, how? If not, how might you?



Small Group 
Discussion: 
Topic 2

For which NC community college courses, would 
you most like new resources (e.g., videos, 
activities, activities, assignments, etc.)?
In your group, please discuss the courses listed 
and indicate your first (#1), second (#2), and 
third (#3) priority.
Please also add courses that do not appear on 
the list or specific examples (e.g., personas who 
have specific identities or learning differences).


