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The NC Division of Child Development and Early Education defines formative assessment as “systematic
ongoing procedure to document, monitor and evaluate children’s progress, and plan appropriate learning
experiences by:

a. Observing, documenting and evaluating all children’s development, knowledge, skills, behaviors,
strengths, needs and interests in all areas defined in North Carolina Foundations for Early Learning and
Development;

b. Providing opportunity for communication and collaboration with families, teachers, and service
providers regarding children’s interests, development, and learning; and

¢. Providing data that teachers can use to systematically plan and evaluate learning experiences and

teaching practices based on documentation of the learning and development of a diverse group of
children.”

'Source: NC Curriculum and Assessment Review Committee Working Title, Definition and Criteria for Assessments
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/pdf_forms/definition_and_criteria_for_formative_assessments.pdf
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Definition

Observation: the act of careful watchingand

listening: the activity of payingclose attentionto
someone or somethingin order to get information

(Miriam Webster). Document

Documentation: the provision of documentsin
substantiation (Miriam Webster).

Observe
&




Definition Evaluationis a systematicexamination of data as
compared to a standard. Inthe early childhood field,
the standard is often age-related developmental
milestones and/or the principles of developmental
practice. Another aspect of evaluationisalso
examiningthe assessment tool, the purpose of the
assessment, and the validity and reliability of
assessment process.
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Definition

Once you have collected and analyzed your data you
will need to plan to use the information. Your plan
will be delineated by your purpose for the
observation assessment.




Definition is the purposeful process of sharing Communicate

information using a variety of methods and strategies &
and includesverbal, written and non-verbal

Collaborate

exchanges.

Collaboration involves open two-way
communication. Collaborationis the process of
developing supportive and respectful
partnerships/relationships to share information and
expertise in order to solve a problem or enhancea
solution. It goes beyond singular knowledge and
vision.




Maarth Carolfina Approved Early Childhood Formative Assessment Taolks 2013
httpy'fnochildcare nemovfpdf forms/HC Approved Early Childhood Formative dssessments.pdf

Toaols Name Publisherand | Information abontthe formative assessment foal Alimnment with HZ Early Leamms

wehsite Standards

The Creafive | l==ciinz Tntend=d Tor us= withihe Lreative LurHouluE Tor Barly Coldhood, | Lip. | Eechinsieieses omw -
Curriculum Strategies Inc | this infesrated onsoing student assessment toalkit is desimmed for content nploads 2 14/ NE-GFOLD-
Developmentsl | 2001 pre=schaal teachers tohelp them focus on all aspecs of a child's Alimnment-PE-2014 pdf
Continnum for development, thereby giving them a way to ensore that all children

Ages 3-8 http:eachines | in their classes are meking progress. The sssesament kit uses 2

tratssies com’ | strensth-based approachand isbased an observations tzken within
the context of classroom activities. The kit provides tools to collect

Ths data and analyzs children's prasress as pant of demonstating
Dievelopmental [02r30 oWtcomes and managsement acoonntability. The soals and
Continunm for abjectives cover the Hezd Start domadns and required domain
Infants, clements and indicators. The toalkit comains: (1) the Creative
Toddless and Cnaricnlnm Developmental Continmm, shavwins the developmentl
Twos nat steps children o throush for sach of 50 corrionlim objectives
approved as an related to socizl emational, physical cognitive, and langnass

N Formative development; (2] a t=acher's nide, providing snidancs on
Aszsssment implementing an assessment system linkins dirsctly to planning for
Taal a group of children and individusl children; {3) a poster for

clzssgoom display delinesting soals and abjectives; (4) a class
snmamary warkshest to allow teachers o track and pinpaint progress
for all children in the group on ezch of the 50 objectives; (3)
individnal child prafile forms nsed to document sach child's progess

e ) Other Resources

progress, gadn input fom the family, and plan together for the next
st=ps (EB)
http:/Vericed sov Tid=ED45 7284

Includes 50 abjectives and foqenmmmets.
hitp:/'haddanfisld k13 nins dev-contpdf
bty wiada stte wyv s iosn CrastiveC i o ontinnom pd f
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Ideas and Strategies for Incorporating Formative Assessment
in Child Development (conception to age 8)

I

Wiiar 5 Fomseme fissttswmt?  Introduce and discuss the concept of formative assassment, underscoring haw
it relates to the development of young children. Then ask students to find their state’s definition of formative
assessment online. For example, the North Carofina Division of Child Development and Eary Education defines
formatiee assessment as “systematic ongoing procedure to document, monitor and evaluate children’s
progress, and plan appropriate leaming expenences by:

a. Observing. documenting and evaluating all children’s development, knowledge, skills, behaviars,
strengths, needs and interests in &l areas defined in North Comoling Foundations for Exrly Leoming and
Dovelopmant:

Providing oppaortunity for communication and collaboration with families, teachers, and service
providers regarding chilkdren’s interests, development. and lzaming: and

Providing data that teachers can use to systematically plan and ewvaluate lzarning experiences and
teaching practices based on documentation of the leaming and development of 2 diverse group of
children_™*

Deferemd. snn Docusarsend. Deveoesamy,  The assisnment of obserding a child over time and documenting
what is observed can be 3 powerful way to develop foundational understanding of formative assessment.
Students can be asked to obseree achild at several points in time across the semester, documenting what
they see each time. (NOTE: This might also be an opportunity to introduce students to several diffzrent
mathads of obsarvationfdocwmentation. For ideas sae

pdf). Incorporate an expectation that students will check to determine how the child’s development aligns
with Foundations.

‘Wheat to Document Do
Development {across sll domsin

This assiznment can be extended in 2 vanety of ways toincrease the complexity {22, hold 3 conwersatian with
famiily to Zain additional insights about development, cultural/linguistic considerations, =tc.; ask students to
use the information they hawe been collecting in their chservations to draw some conclusions from the datal.

* WNC Currioubum mnd A v Title, Definifion mrd Citess for desecoments
m;mw_mm and_oriteria_for_Tormathve_sssessments pdf
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What is formative assessment? How
does it connect to the NAEYC
standards?

April 29-30, 2015 NC’s Formative Assessments

Mary Rittling Conference Center

Davidson Community College What could formative assessment
Thomasville, NC

look like in each core NC EC course?
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Evaluation

> \/L_] OUTSTANDING
/7 [[] Excellent

Very Good
Average

[] Below Average
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