
Language and Literacy Experiences Webinar
August 20, 2014

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm



Welcome and 
Introduction



Logistics
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Questions?
Comments?

USE THE CHAT BOX Press “*6” to 
mute or 
unmute your 
phone



Who’s There?
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Type your name 
and affiliation into 

chat box



Guest Presenter: Jen Benoit
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• Online Adjunct Professor at Vance 
Granville Community College

• Online course developer and 
instructor at various colleges

• Licensed in NC Elementary 
Education and Special Education

• Two siblings with special needs 
and son with sensory issues



Components of the EDU 280 Landing Pad
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Language
Literacy
Language & Literacy



Handouts
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• Things to consider in online 
course design

• Activities and assignments that 
illustrate these things

• Additional resources



Before Building the Course…
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Think About the Various Phases of Course Development 
and Where You Are

Phase #1:  Defining the Concepts
Phase #2:  Course Design
Phase #3:  Course Production
Phase #4:  Course Trial and Update

Where we will 
spend most of 
our time today



First Steps in Building an Online Course
Develop Your Resource Toolbox
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Outside Modules

In Class Field 
Experiences 
(Virtual)

Out of Class Field 
Experiences

Videos Articles 
(PDF if possible)

Websites

Textbooks



Phase #1
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Defining the Concepts
Don’t re‐invent the wheel – use other resources

• Consider similar syllabi
• Talk with experts and staff
• Examine texts and resources
• Consider how you want/need to move forward with 

your current courses



Consider the Outcome
What Do You Want the Student to Know?
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Developmental milestones in 
language and literacy?

How to read aloud and 
discuss literature with 

young children?

Application of practices that 
help develop a literacy rich 
classroom inside and out?

How to support and 
language and literacy 
with family activities?

How to research 
strategies that help 
develop ALL areas of 
language and literacy? The importance of pre‐reading

and pre‐writing activities in 
early childhood?

How to encourage language
development and listening

in young children?

The idea that language and 
literacy include speech and 

writing?

How to support Dual Language 
Learners and children who are 

Culturally, Linguistically, and Ability 
Diverse?



Phase #2
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Course Design



Infancy and Language Development
In Class Field Experience
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Infant Resource Share 
Forum



Construction Tip: Forums
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When Creating Forum Assignments…
Provide choices and options for students. 

Providing choices and options makes it possible to 
link the learning more directly with their work 

experiences and needs.

Resources Used:  Ten Best Practices for Teaching 
Online; Best Practices for Online Course Design

Consider giving students pictures, 
videos, or other audio‐visual material 

to which they can respond. 

Ask students to model good 
Socratic‐type probing and follow‐up 

questions. Why do you think that? What is 
your reasoning?.

Create open‐ended questions that 
learners can explore and apply concepts 

Provide guidelines and instruction on 
responding to other students. 

For example, suggest a two‐part response: (1) what 
you liked or agreed with or what resonated with you, 
and (2) a follow‐up question such as what you are 

wondering about or curious about, etc.

Start the discussion with your own 
question, or assign a student to start with one. 



Classroom Literacy
Out of Class Field Experience
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Source

Classroom Literacy Assessment and Observation



Development of Listening Skills
In Class Field Experience
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Learning Through Listening 
Assignment



Development of Listening Skills
Outside Module
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Best Practices: 
Fostering 

Thinking Skills 
Assignment

(from 15 Minute In‐Service Suites)



Print and Writing
Articles and Video
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Learning to Write 
Forum



Goals Through Program Planning
Articles and Videos
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Scaffolding 
Assignment



Construction Tip: Assignments
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When Creating Assignments…
• Don’t re‐invent the wheel.  Look for Outside Modules or larger outside pieces 

that match course objectives (ex.  Search Language Early Childhood Modules)

• Use any online text additional supports to find richer assignments if you use a 
text currently

• Be prepared to develop templates and other resources.  It takes time.

• Use Multiple Means of Presentation (More ACTIVE rather than PASSIVE)
 Pictures, graphs, film/video, charts 
 Audio (voice, music, sounds) 
 Text 
 Color 
 Kinesthetic 



Family Involvement in Language and Literacy
Articles and Videos
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Family Literacy Take Home 
Activity Assignment

(including template)



Developing a Literacy Rich Environment
Text, Articles, and Videos
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Creating a Literacy 
Rich Environment 

Challenge



Phase #3
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Course Production



Course Tip: Setting Up Your Course
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Customize the 
Course Page



Phase #4
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Course Trial and Update



Course Tip: 
During the Course
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Establish a presence in the course
Weekly announcements and consistent, 

meaningful feedback

Review and Reflect
• Was the student interaction 

purposeful?
• Was the discussion structured 

and cohesive?
• Improvements?  Strengths?

Give opportunities for feedback
middle and end

Resource: Discussion Board: Online 
Discussions for Blended Learning

Keep notes during course and review



Questions?
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Resources for EDU 280: 
Language and Literacy Experiences
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Read All About It

Strategies specifically 
designed for mono‐
lingual teachers to 
use in supporting the 
literacy development 
of young dual 
language learners





Read All About It





CONNECT

CONNECT Module 6: Dialogic Reading





Multifaceted Resources for 
Language & Literacy

National Center 
on Cultural and 
Linguistic 
Responsiveness



Questions?

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads
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http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



CONNECT

Enhancements to the Landing Pads
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Links to all the related 
resources



CONNECT

Creating Your Personal Resource List
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Links to all the 
related 

resources

Step 1: 
Click on 
title of 

resource



CONNECT

Creating Your Personal Resource List
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Links to all the related resources

Step 2: Click on “Add to 
Citations List”



CONNECT

Creating Your Personal Resource List
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Step 3: You may click on the back button on your browser to 
find more resources to add to your personal list…



CONNECT

Creating Your Personal Resource List
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Or you may decide to review what’s 
on your list



CONNECT

Creating Your Personal Resource List
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And finally, you can print or email the 
list to yourself.  



CONNECT

Upcoming Webinars

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative Activities

Co-sponsored by                             and     
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September 16, 2:00 – 3:30 pm EST.
Creative Activities (with an extensive emphasis on supporting diverse adult 
learners to be successful in online courses)
Guest Presenter: Sharon Little, South Piedmont Community College, NC

October 15, 2:00- 3:00 pm EST.
Early Childhood Practicum

November 18, 2:00- 3:00 pm EST.
Educational Technology 

December 2, 2:00- 3:00 pm EST.
Child Guidance 
(Note: Re-scheduled from May 15)



CONNECT

Webinar resources may be found at
http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search
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Guest Presenter: Jen Benoit
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Contact Information

jbenoit2934@vgcc.edu
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