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Welcome and 
Introduction



Logistics

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Questions?
Comments?

USE THE CHAT BOX Press “*6” to 
mute or 
unmute your 
phone



Who’s There?

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Type your name 
and affiliation into 

chat box



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



CONNECTSCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Creative 
Activities 
Landing 

Pad



Most early childhood 
teachers would tell you 
that creativity is important; 
and that creativity should 
be considered an integral 
part of every early 
childhood setting. Yet, too 
often, it is limited to being 
a part of art education. 
How can creativity be 
nurtured and developed in 
all cognitive, social, and 
physical aspects of early 
childhood? 

The Context for This Course



The Context for This Course

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Developing, implementing, and evaluating a curriculum 
framework can be complex and at times challenging. Yet a 
curriculum framework is important in ensuring:
• Access to and full participation by each child;
• Adherence to the program’s mission and goals;
• Assurance that individual children’s 
and families’ needs are met; and 

• Accountability to agency and state
standards/mandates.

DEC, 2007



Creative 
Activities ≠
Fun With 

Felt



Vygotsky on Creativity

‘We can identify creative processes in children at 
the very earliest ages, especially in their play. A child 
who sits astride a stick and pretends to be riding a 
horse; a little girl who plays with a doll and imagines 
she is its mother; a boy who in his games becomes a 
pirate, a soldier, or a sailor, all these children at play 
represent examples of the most authentic, truest 
creativity.’

(Vygotsky, 2004/1930:11)



How do you create an informed lens for seeing 
and supporting creativity across the curriculum 
and across domains?

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

• Cultural, linguistic, and 
ability diversity

• Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL)

• Multiple Intelligences



How will your examples reflect the children 
and families you serve?

A recent review of the literature relating to creativity and 
early childhood revealed:
• children’s own cultural constructions are rarely 
emphasized

• artistic processes and artistic products that “are held in 
high cultural esteem” are usually emphasized

(Childhood, Culture, and Creativity, 2010, p. 11)



Consider This Assignment

Ask students to

1. Learn about the kind of music a 
family or families frequently 
listen to

2. Use your state’s early learning 
guidelines to get ideas for 
developmentally appropriate 
activities that could incorporate 
music

3. Describe how they would share 
with the family ideas for how to 
use music they enjoy to support 
the development of their child



Universal Design for Learning

The provision of multiple and varied 
formats for instruction and learning
• Multiple means of representation
• Multiple means of engagement
• Multiple means of expression



Multiple Means of 
Representation

Various formats:
kinesthetic
VISUAL auditory

Multiple Means of Expression



Attention curiosity

Interests 

preferences



Typing/texting



Just the Facts: Evidence Sources 
Related to Creative Activities



See for Yourself
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Consider This Assignment

• Provide students with a 
scenario in which a specific 
child is not being successful in a 
specific situation

• Ask students to use the 
Adaptation Notes to strategize 
about how they would 
incorporate creative 
approaches to support success

• Consider other ways in which 
the Adaptation Notes could be 
used (e.g., field experiences, 
family conferences)





Multiple Intelligences



A Curriculum 
for Creativity



Send your students on a 
treasure hunt through your 
state’s early learning 
guidelines.

Consider this Activity/Assignment

X



In Approaches to Learning



In Emotional & Social Development



In Health & Physical Development



In Language Development & Communication



In Cognitive Development



Pose question: Do children need to get messy to learn?
Discuss
Watch clip with conversation between family member and teacher
Discuss; what would you do?

Diversity: Contrasting 
Perspectives Time: 21:42

Activities for Creative Activities



Tell your students that they are going to have an opportunity to 
practice multiple forms of creative expression. Instruct students 
that, when the lights come back on, they will be expected to share 
their reaction to a film clip . . . without using words.

Turn off the lights and show your students a brief, complex, moving 
video clip.

Turn the lights back on. See what happens. 

Debrief re: the way in which each student chose to share their 
reaction and what this can help us understand about opportunities 
for foster creativity in young children.

Activities for Creative Activities



Recent Developments

First‐ graders who 
participated in special 
music classes as part of an 
arts study saw their 
reading skills and math 
proficiency increase 
dramatically.
Gardiner, M. F., Fox, A., 
Knowles, F., & Jeffrey, D. 
(1996). Learning improved 
by arts training. Nature, 
381(6580), 284‐284.

“Dramatic play, rhyming games, and 
songs are some of the language‐rich 
activities that build pre‐reading 
skills.” (Young Children and the Arts: 
Making Creative Connection, 1998, 
p. 1)



1) Divide students up into four teams and assign a category (art, music, drama, dance/ 
movement) to each team.

2) Ask each team to identify recent research documenting the connection between 
their category and achievement.

3) Pool the resources to create a resource everyone can use.

Consider These Activities/Assignments

1) Same as above
2) Ask each team to identify recent guidance 

on cultural or linguistic considerations for 
each category.

3) Same as above.

1) Same as above
2) Ask each team to identify recent 

guidance on how to support young 
children of diverse abilities for each 
category.

3) Same as above.



Questions?
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Just the Facts

Developmentally Appropriate Practice 
in Early Childhood Programs Serving 
Children from Birth through Age 8 pages 3, 19



Just the Facts

Research on 
How Music 
Promotes 
Learning

The Power of 
Music



Read All About It
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Read All About It
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See for Yourself
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A Creative Adventure (6:25)



See for Yourself
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Find It Online

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
resources/strategies.html#
booknook





Find It Online



Find It Online

Adults often want to know 
what a child is drawing but 
that’s not how young minds 
operate. Try to avoid asking 
‘what is it?’ as young children 
don’t always think of their 
artwork as representational. 
It’s better to describe what 
you see, what colors were 
used, how the lines go, or 
how the page is filled.



A Six Word Gift You Can Give

I love to watch you _________

From: Six Words You Should Say Today



Find It Online

The Head Start 
Child 
Development 
and Early 
Learning 
Framework



The Head Start Child Development and Early Learning Framework





Questions?
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CONNECT

Landing 
Pads
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CONNECT

Want More?

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative Activities

Co-sponsored by                             and     

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Watch for announcements 
of future SCRIPT‐NC 

webinars
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