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Welcome and 
Introductions



SCRIPT-NC Webinars

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

emphasize

 embedding inclusion and diversity into coursework

 content that reflects evidence-based and recommended 
practices

 opportunities to build both knowledge acquisition and 
knowledge application

 Resources that are readily available and free



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads

 Handouts
 PowerPoints
 Recording

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



Logistics
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Questions?
Comments?

USE THE CHAT BOXPress “*6” to 
mute or 
unmute your 
phone



Quick Poll
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What state or 
territory are 

you joining us 
from today?



Overview of Content

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

I. Qualities of Good Assignments

2. Context for the Assignment

3.Makeovers

Tracey West               Chih-ing Lim



Features of a good assignment

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

1. Challenging but realistic

2. Clear directions and expectations

3. A worthwhile use of learning time

4. Knowledge acquisition and/or 
knowledge application

5. Links to recommended or evidence‐
based practices

Chapter 10



Ask yourself . . .
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Consider alternatives

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Abstract or executive summary Field notes Portfolio
Advertisement or commercial Game invention Poster, display or exhibit
Annotated bibliography Graph, chart, diagram, flowchart, 

infographic, or other visual aid
Presentation or demonstration, with 
or without PowerPoints

Blog Handbook or instruction manual Proposal for and justification of a 
solution to a problemBriefing paper Journal or log

Brochure or pamphlet Letter to an editor, business, or leader Reflection on what and how one has 
learnedCampaign speech

Case study or analysis Model, simulation, or illustration Review and critique of one’s own 
work, that of a peer, a performance, 
an exhibit, a writer’s arguments (e.g., 
an op ed), or how something could 
have been done better

Collaborative group activity Narrative
Database Newspaper story or news report on a 

concept or eventDebate or discussion (plan, 
participate, or lead) Plan to research and solve a problem
Editing or revising a poorly prepared 
paper Plan to conduct a project or provide a 

service
Survey, including an analysis of the 
resultsEvaluation of opposing points of view 

or the pros and cons of alternate 
solutions to a problem

Plan to engage new audiences or 
partners

Teaching a concept to a peer or a child

Website



Check your assignment alignment
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Check your assignment alignment

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



Check your assignment alignment
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Check your assignment alignment
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Individualize the assignment alignment chart
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Using assignment alignment results
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On a course by course basis
• Do your assignments explicitly and intentionally measure all 

objectives/outcomes? 
• Are there assignments that stress both knowledge acquisition and knowledge 

application? 
• Are field experiences aligned with the outcomes and assignments?

Across a program
Do assignments provide adequate learning opportunities relative to

• State or national professional preparation standards?
• State early learning guidelines/standards?
• Supporting children who are culturally, linguistically, and individually 

diverse learners and their families?



Assignment Makeovers: Quality
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Do you have an assignment like this?
• List 10 distinguishing features of a high quality early childhood program 

What about this?
• Create a one‐page, formatted handout that lists at least five reasons why 

supporting quality for young children is a good investment. 
• Provide evidence sources for each of your reasons that document the 

difference each feature makes for children and families.
• Make a “pitch” to an older voter about why they should,

as a taxpayer, pay to support quality for young children
• Provide extra credit if the person is grouchy!



Article Summary
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Do you have an assignment like this?

Conduct a search of articles in early childhood journals related to family structure today 
and/or experiences of parenting. Read and summarize four of the articles that you 
found. Include the following points in your summary for each article:
 title, author, and publication date 
 main points of the article 
 your reaction to the article

Let’s look at some options. . . .



Option 1: Forced choices
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Select ____ articles from column A and ____ from column B

Column A Column B
• Young Children
• (Child Care) EXCHANGE
• Early Childhood Research 

Quarterly
• Early Childhood Research and 

Practice (online)
• ZERO TO THREE

• Young Exceptional Children
• Exceptional Parent
• Journal of Early Intervention
• Infants and Young Children



Option 2: Beyond the abstract
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1. Ask students to read articles that present different family perspectives. For 
example, Nikia Parker’s “We Were a Hard-to-Reach Family” (page 3)

2. Based on what they read, ask them to identify the family’s concerns, priorities, 
and resources.

3. Ask each student to think about what else they might like to ask each family in 
order to be well prepared to support their child.

4. Pair students up to compare their responses.

Article Concerns Priorities Resources

Parker (2012)



Option 3: Effective practices

Familiarize students with the family 
practices section of the DEC 
Recommended Practices. Require students 
to:

1. Identify two or more evidence-based 
practices that were mentioned in the 
article

2. Describe how those practices might be 
effective in a setting with which students 
are familiar

http://ectacenter.org/decrp/



Family practices



Family practices

Source: 
http://ectacenter.org/decrp/



Parent-Teacher Conference Plan
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Do you have an assignment like this?

Develop an outline for an effective and productive parent 
teacher conference.

Consider the following
• Will all students have seen a family conference before?
• Have you provided an overview or checklist of things to consider before, 

during, and after the conference?
• Have you provided instructions and an explicit rubric for your students so 

they know to consider home language and other variables?
• What else?



To show what effective meetings look like, consider 
resources like Finley’s Parent Teacher Conference

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 



Parent Involvement Policy
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Do you have an assignment like this?
Develop a policy that addresses parent involvement in an early childhood program. The 
policy should include the program's philosophy regarding parental participation, as well as 
strategies that the program employs to promote active involvement of parents. 
Opportunities for involvement should be addressed, including parent visits, volunteerism, 
and advisory roles of parents.

Consider the following
• Will all students have seen a family involvement policy before?
• Have you discussed ways in which family engagement can benefit achievement 

for young children?
• Have you provided an explicit rubric for your students so they know to consider 

home language and other variables?



Sample 
language 
from an 
early 
childhood 
program’s 
Family 
Handbook

We believe that . . .

Learning about and respecting differences 
among people are promoted when children 
have many opportunities to play and 
interact with classmates of different racial 
and cultural backgrounds and varying 
abilities. 



Community Resources Assignment
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Do you have an assignment that requires 
students to identify different resources 
for families in your community?

Does the assignment support your students in learning about
• Accessing interpreters and translators?
• Sources of respite care for families who have a child with a disability?
• Community resources to support families who are homeless?
• Community-based recreation programs to support active, outdoor play?



Community resources
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What about a second part to the assignment?
Require students to find out what a family needs or wants to know and to use their 
knowledge of community resources to address that need



Caregiver Handout Assignment
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Create a simple handout that you could post in an 
infant, toddler, or two-year-old classroom listing at 
least ten suggestions the teachers or caregivers 
could use during caregiving routines to increase 

appropriate interactions and/or support the 
development of very young children.



What about.  . .

. . . using this as an opportunity to learn more about how to support each infant/ 
toddler/two‐year old?

• Require documentation of the evidence base for each suggestion

• Require suggestions that would support children who are dual language learners

• Require suggestions that would support children who have a very brief attention 
span

• Require suggestions that would support children 
who may have some developmental delays

• Require adaptations for each suggestion that 
would support different kinds of learners



Children’s Book
Assignment



Assignment: 
Book Nook Project



Assignment: Book Nook Project



Student Feedback from the  
Book Nook Project

“I really enjoyed the Book Nook project. I love how I 
was able to come up with many activities just by 
the use of one book. It really stretched my creativity 
in doing that project by coming up with activities for 
all of the different domains. I really want to 
implement the Book Nook in our preschool so the 
children will be able to experience this type of fun. I 
think the Book Nook will also give the teachers 
more ideas for topics to use throughout the year.”

Creative Activities student  



Scavenger Hunt

Either shadow a family new to early intervention (EI), use 
the experience of a family you have worked with in the 
past, or create a family’s situation to use.
 Describe how the family experienced the diagnosis
 Provide a detailed description of how the family 

found out about EI services in the community where 
they live

 Describe the experience the family went through to 
receive/obtain services.

 Go to two different locations a family with a disability 
might attend (e.g., a hospital, a play/support group 
for children with disabilities, a park, a therapy 
appointment, library story time, etc.

Interview the family to find out what they like about the 
services they are receiving/what they would change



Environment Observations

Video 1: 
Preschool

Video 2: 3-
year old child 

care

Video 3: Infant
classroom

Video 4: 
Reggio-
inspired 

preschool
What evidence (or lack of) shows “Healthy, 
Respectful, Supportive, and Challenging” 
elements in the learning environment?

Colors – how do colors set the tone?  Look at 
an “Emotion Color Wheel” and discuss how the 
colors of the room effect emotions. 

Activity/Interest Centers – Are the activity 
areas clearly defined?  Are quiet areas 
separate from louder areas?  Are spaces 
designated for specific activities?
Physical Layout – how does the physical layout 
make you feel?  Are there long open run-ways 
that may encourage running in the classroom?  

Goals evident within the environment – what 
goals do you see clearly portrayed through the 
environment (for example, language and 
literacy, diversity, play, etc.)  

Equipment, Furnishings, and Materials – are 
child size furnishings provided in an orderly 
manner?  Is the equipment appropriate for the 
program model and goals?  

Aesthetics – is natural light used whenever 
possible?  Are natural ‘wood-tones’ more 
prominent in the classroom than bright colors?  
Do displays engage children’s curiosity and 
wonder?  Are visual displays at children’s eye 
level?  
Other:  What other comments do you have in 
regards to these video/environments?  

Upon completion of this assignment, you will 
have accomplished the following:

Describe the facets of supporting children in a 
healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging 
learning environment

a) Examine program models of early 
childhood education, program types, and 
their differing philosophies
b) List the major criteria that are used in 
creating a developmentally appropriate 
learning environment
c) Identify factors in a healthy learning 
environment
d) Identify factors in a respectful learning 
environment
e) Identify factors in a supportive 
learning environment
f) Identify factors in a challenging 
learning environment



Environment Observations

Source: http://ectacenter.org/decrp/



Child Centered Curriculum Project

Child‐Centered Curriculum Project ‐ Plan, develop, implement, and evaluate child‐
centered curriculum specific to the developmental needs of a child for a content area 
of your choice. 

First, choose a child upon whom to focus your curriculum. Second, identify a 
developmental need or a developmental "theme" for this child. Third, choose a 
curriculum content area (dramatic play, art, blocks, manipulatives, science, math, 
sensory table, language and literacy, music and movement, social‐emotional 
development, gross motor development) that seems especially suited to this child’s 
interests and development. Fourth, research best practice regarding this curriculum 
content area using reliable sources (textbooks, accreditation standards, ECERS‐R‐‐not 
Pinterest :‐0). Fifth, decide which strategy(ies) will be best suited for the curriculum 
content area you have chosen and the child. When you are confident that you know 
the best practice standards for this content area and you have selected an appropriate 
strategy, begin planning your curriculum project. 



Child Centered Curriculum Project

Source: CONNECT Module 1



Child Case Study Portfolio Assignment
Choose ONE child age 3‐4 years old to observe all semester. Child MUST be in a group setting, 
preferably a licensed child care center, Pre‐K, or Head Start program during the observations. 

Must observe a minimum of 5 different times throughout the semester to develop a portfolio of that 
child. The portfolio must include observation notes (running records, anecdotal notes, choice 
record), photos of the child with notes, and samples of the child’s work with notes. 

All developmental domains MUST be addressed in documentation and summary, and linked to the 
[state] Early Learning Standards Framework. The summary report compiling all the information in the 
child’s portfolio must be written (typed) to share successes, challenges and goals with the child’s 
family. Be sure to use family friendly language. 

Using the terminology discussed in class, you will develop a minimum of 4 unrelated (well‐written, 
measurable) goals for the child. Provide at least one activity you will do to address each of these 
goals in the classroom setting.

Portfolio needs to be presented in a logical and professional manner. Include handwritten notes, 
forms and checklists used to develop the summary, in the back of the notebook. 



What do you think?

How could you change this assignment to 
bring different observation lenses to each 
observation?
To build in a component of collaboration with 
families? 
To help students understand how to be more 
thoughtful about cultural and linguistic 
diversity? 
To help students understand how to 
individualize for children of diverse 
abilities?



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads
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http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



CONNECT

Upcoming Webinar

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative ActivitiesSCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

March 29, 2016  2:00 pm – 3:00 pm EST 

Topic: More than Songs and Sombreros: 
Incorporating an Emphasis on Dual 
Language Learners in Your Program
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Give Us Your Feedback
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https://unc.az1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_egSmnENtajLfBQx



What do children expect from our assignments?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYS3TzhSm4Y
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