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Welcome and 
Introduction



Logistics

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Questions?
Comments?

USE THE CHAT BOX Press “*6” to 
mute or 
unmute your 
phone



Who’s There?

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Type your name 
and affiliation into 

chat box



Guest Presenter: Jen Benoit

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

• Online Adjunct Professor at Vance 
Granville Community College

• Online course developer and 
instructor at various colleges

• Licensed in NC Elementary 
Education and Special Education

• Two siblings with special needs 
and son with sensory issues



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



CONNECTSCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Children with 
Exceptionalities 

Landing Pad



Handouts
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Context for this Course
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 Typical‐atypical development
 History, policies and trends in supporting the learning and 

development of children of diverse abilities
 Characteristics of exceptionalities
 Appropriate assessment, including ongoing observation, data 

collection, and analysis
 Developing and implementing Individualized Education Programs 

(IEP) and Individualized Family Support Plans (IFSP)
 Collaborating with families and communities
 Adapting environments and curricula



Shifts in Conceptualizing this Course
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Emphasis on 
specific 

disabilities and 
syndromes

Emphasis on children with 
exceptionalities in relation to: 
• Family-centered practices
• Inclusion 
• Evidence-based practices
• Cultural & linguistic 

diversity



The IFSP-IEP-504 
Process



Family-Centered
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Inclusion
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Before Building the Course…

SCRIPT-NC
Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

• Think of your students and their future experiences
• Move away from course pieces that need specific training
• Leave room for other courses
• Have someone in the field look over the course
• Ask yourself, “Do the activities support acquisition of knowledge,  

application of knowledge, or both?”
• Consider scaffolding assignments



First Steps in Building an Online Course
Develop Your Resource Toolbox
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Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

Outside 
Modules

In Class Field 
Experiences 

(Virtual)

Out of Class 
Field 

Experiences

Videos Articles 
(PDF if possible)

Websites

Textbooks



Consider the Outcome
What Do You Want the Student to Know?
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Common 
diversities and 
diagnoses at 

this age level?

Knowledge of 
a variety of 
evidence-

based 
practices?

Application of 
practices with 
benefit to both 

a child and 
entire class?

How to 
support and 
interact with 

family 
members?

How to research 
exceptionalities 
and appropriate 

practices?

The LAW and 
their role in 

the law?

How to 
identify and 
work with a 

team?



Who Are The 
Specialists? Forum

CONNECT Module 1: 
Embedded Interventions

Creating Social 
Narratives Assignment

Working with Families 
Assignment

Researching the Early 
Childhood Special 
Education Process 
Forum

Disability Simulation 
Forum

Textbook Assignment

Sensory Integration 
Forum



Construction Tip: Assignments
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When Creating Assignments…

• Eliminate confusion for student and instructor – be specific, 
clear, and gradable

• Lessen questions about assignment

• Is it acquisition or application?

• Create successful situation encouraging student confidence

• Make it memorable – resources and reflection



Typical/Atypical Development
Website Resource
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Disability 
Simulation Forum

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/
misunderstoodminds/



Learning About Diverse Abilities
Textbook Resource
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Learning About 
Diverse Abilities and 
Fairness Assignment

Read
Reflect
Report (citing)
Respond (application)



Learning About Diverse Abilities

Find It 
Online 
page 4 



Construction Tip: Forums
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When Creating Forum 
Assignments…

• Be specific in first post 
AND posts to peers

• Ask them to find resources 
and share

• Use Jigsaw approach

• Have them cite when reading 
article/text OR watching video



Learning About Specific Abilities
Video and Article
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Sensory Integration 
Forum



The Early Childhood Special Education Process
Article Resource
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Researching 
the Early 
Childhood 
Special 

Education 
Process Forum



Evaluation and Assessment
Website, Video and Article Resources
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Who Are the 
Specialists? 

Forum 



Classroom Implementation
Outside Modules
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Connect Module 1
Embedded Interventions
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Connect 
Module 1
Embedded 

Interventions



Construction Tip: Playlist
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Connect Module 1 – Setting Up a Playlist



Construction Tip: Playlist
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Connect Module 1 – Setting Up a Playlist
• Need a YouTube account
• Find FPG YouTube account 
• Decide the order of your assignments/pieces of module
• Divide videos up by week, making playlist for each



Ongoing Monitoring and Supports
Outside Module Resource
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Creating Social 
Narratives 
Assignment



Collaborating with Families and Communities
Articles Resource
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Ideas and 
Challenges with 
Working with 

Families 
Assignment



Construction Tip: Videos
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When Considering 
Videos…

• Length
• Quality
• Author

Look For…



CONNECT

Landing 
Pads
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Supporting Change and Reform in Preservice Teaching in North Carolina 

http://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/resource-search



Guest Presenter: Jen Benoit
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Contact Information

jbenoit2934@vgcc.edu



CONNECT

Upcoming Webinars

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative Activities

Co-sponsored by                             and     
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August 20, 2:00- 3:30 pm EST
Language & Literacy Experiences 
(With an emphasis on organizing and delivering this course content online)
Guest Presenter: Jen Benoit, Vance-Granville Community College, NC

September 16, 2:00- 3:30 pm EST
Creative Activities 
(With an extensive emphasis on supporting diverse adult learners to be 
successful in online courses)
Guest Presenter: Sharon Little, South Piedmont Community College, NC



CONNECT

Upcoming Webinars (cont’d)

November 6, 12:00 – 1:00 

Topic: Creative Activities

Co-sponsored by                             and     
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October 15, 2:00- 3:00 pm EST.
Early Childhood Practicum 

November 18, 2:00- 3:00 pm EST.
Educational Technology 

December 2, 2:00- 3:00 pm EST.
Child Guidance 
(Note: Re-scheduled from May 15)
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